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Crewmen say 
CI A aided 
contra airlift 



Palmfer 


In spite of strict orders 
against such contacts. CIA 
officials in Honduras assist- 
ed pilots in the ostensibly 
private operation that air- 
dropped arms to Nicaraguan 
rebels in 1986. according to 
crewmen involved in the ef- 
fort. 

The crewmen told the 
Globe that pilots were al- 
lowed access to limited 
amounts of CIA logistical in- 
formation to help them 
avoid Nicaraguan antiair- 
craft fire, in apparent viola- 
tion of CIA policy and possi- 
bly in contravention of US 
law. 

The only previously re- 
ported CIA field assistance 
in the airdropping of weap- 
ons to the contras occurred 
during the congressional 
ban on such assistance, in 
. 1985 and 1986. That ln- 
r) volved Tomas ~ thp 

former CIA station chief in 
Costa Rica, who was forced 
to retire once his involve- 
ment became known. 

The US ambassador In 
Honduras, who oversaw offi- 
cial CIA activities there, said 
yesterday that information 
about last year's reported 
contra supply effort was 
kept from him. 

' It puzzles me why I 

didn't 

hear." said John A. Ferch, ambas- 
sador from August 1985 through 
July of 1986, who was reached by 
telephone at Brown University, 
where he is a diplomat-ln-resi- 
dence this year. 

CIA officers were formally as- 
signed to the contra rebel base at 
Aguacate and elsewhere in Hon- 
duras to exchange Intelligence in- 
formation with the rebels operat- 
ing out of Honduras, a knowledge- 
able source said. They shared data 
on the location of Sandinlsta 
forces, but they were prohibited 
from providing military assis- 
tance except communications and 
certain advice, according to a law 
passed in December 1985. 
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Anv CIA logistical assistance to 
the contra arms airlift would have 
violated the law. according to an 
interpretation by the CIA inspec- 
tor general in the case of Castillo. 
cm a cnnkfswoman Sharon Fos- 


ter. asked about the crewmen' s 
accounts of receiving CIA help , 
s aid, "The agency did not send 
arms to the contras and was not 
participating in that ." 

Although the Keagan adminis- 
tration portrayed the supply oper- 
ation as a private effort In the 
weeks following Nicaragua's 
downing of a cargo plane last Oc- 
tober. this story has unraveled. 

The Tower Commission report 
says that former National Securi- 
ty Council aide Oliver L. North 
was deeply involved in the effort 
and was assisted by Castillo and 
Lewis A. Tambs. the former am- 


bassador to Costa Rica. 

The Globe reported last month 
that crewmen signed secrecy 
agreements that warned them of 
prosecution under US espionage 
laws if they revealed classified in- 


formation. 

Castillo reportedly told the 
Tower Commission that he 
thought he was allowed to coordi- 
nate the delivery of supplies, in- 
cluding weapons. Messages be- 
tween Castillo and North cited in 
the report show that he aided de- 


liveries. 

“I could not plan or engage in 
any military operation inside 
N Nicaragua," Castillo told the com- 
mission. "But I could provide In- 
formation that would allow the 
safe delivery of material to the 
people inside: l could pass infor- 
mation concerning potential deliv- 
eries to supply them, but not for 
any specific military operation." 

In a December opinion on the 
Castillo case, which apparently 
was considerably larger than the 
Honduras operation, a CIA lawyer 
found that contacts with the sup- 
ply operation, "although contrary 
to policy, were not contrary to 
law." the Tower Commission said. 
The lawyer reportedly concluded 
that Sandinlsta antiaircraft posi- 


tions and other information need- 
ed to carry out an airlift safely fell 
with the range of "advice” permit- 
ted under the law. 

A month later, however, the 
CIA's inspector general disagreed, 
finding that Castillo's activities 
"could be characterized as plan- 
ning for a paramilitary operation. 
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expressly barred" under the law. 
according to the commission re- 
port. 

Citing news reports, the crew- 
men who helped supply the anti- 
Sandinista rebels said Castillo 
was involved with airdrops to reb- 
els based In southern Nicaragua. 
The flights out of Aguacate in 
Honduras, they stressed, were for 
rebels in northern Nicaragua. 

There is no evidence that CIA 
officers coordinated the Honduran 
airdrops as openly as Castillo aid- 
ed flights from Costa Rica, the 
crewmen said. 

Under orders 

The crewmen said the two CIA 
officers who gave them intelli- 
gence at Aguacate apparently 
were under orders to stay away 
from their operation. 

"You understand that we don't 
know that you exist." David John- 
son. a pilot, said he was told by 
one CIA officer. "If you get into 
any trouble, we can't go in after 
you." 

Another pilot, who asked not to 
be identified, said he approached 
the CIA officers to see "if there 
was any way to set up a rescue 
plan" in case a plane went down. 
He was rebuffed. 

Nevertheless, the two CIA offi- 
cers at Aguacate - known only as 
Mick and Moe - made available 
intelligence on Sandinlsta troop 
and antiaircraft positions Inside 
Nicaragua, according to the crew- 
men. 

They said that Mick and Moe 

had what one crewman called a 
"situation map" showing Sandin- 
ista positions in Nicaragua. 

According to several sources, 
the CIA routinely exchanged mili- 
tary intelligence with rebel leaders 
at Aguacate. The CIA map, about 
5 feet square and located in the of- 
ficers' primitive quarters, had no 
formal connection to the supply 
operation, the crewmen said. More 
detailed than a chart normally 
used by pilots, it showed where 
guns were positioned along the 
border, and one pilot said he 
thought it existed primarily to as- 
sist contra leaders battling the 
Sandinistas. 

"This was not something they 
were doing for us or with us," one 
crewman said. 

“These guys had a personal 
heartfelt interest in our safety," 
he said. "But their restrictions 
kept them from doing more." 
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However, in the small reb el 
base, the crewmen got to know 
t heTwo ClA offic ers, who t hey said 
allowed them to look at the map 
after 9dme~lhitlal reluctance . 

“We did not achieve that 
‘glance approval’ until after sever- 
al weeks of close proximity,” one 
crewman said. 

There was particular concern 
last summer about a line of San- 
dinista antiaircraft positions run- 
ning across Nicaragua from Man- 
agua east to the Atlantic Coast 
town of Bluefields, the crewmen 
said. 

Map changed 

One source said the map was 
changed several times. 

Last October, Eugene Hasenfus 
was captured in Nicaragua after 
parachuting out of a C-123 cargo 
plane delivering supplies to the 
contras. He was convicted on ter- 
rorism charges and was later re- 
leased. 

Th e crewmen also said that he- 
licopters with links to the CIA reg- 
ularly left and arrived at Agufr- 
cate. From the crewmen s ac- 
co unts, the helicopter missloi fs 
r aise more questions about CfA 
activities a ncTcon tacts with the 
suppliers of the rebels . ' 

Iain Crawford, who rigged 
parachutes for the airdrops, said 
that while he was at Aguacate ear- 
ly last spring helicopters came 
and went several times a week. » 


Crawford said that the CIA offi - 
cer known as Mick once gave, him 
permission to ride aboard a hel i- 
c opter to the Nlcaragua-HondMras 

helicopter was delivering plast ic 
ex plosives to a contra positio n 
near the border. He said he did not 
know if this was a unique ddfvery 
or part of a routine. 

Another crewman said CI A he- 
li copters often traveled to the bor- 
der area. On one occasion* 4fae 
crewman said he flew fuel to J ffle 
border at T Ee reques t oT a CIA offi - 
cer. The fuel was for helicopters 
o^faling near the “ 5order7“Tfie 
c rewman, one of thos e who askefci 
that his name not be used, said ffe 
did not know the nature of t^e 
CIA’s border operation. 

Although some unauthorized 
assistance was provided to th e 
supply operation, some CIA ~ofh- 
ciais a^arently went to gre at 
lengths to a bide by their instruc - 
tions, according to one cr ewmen ; 

When the crewman spotted aft 
old friend from the CI A in a plane 
taxiing in at Ilopango air basejn 
El Salvador he expected the nffih 
t o walk over and greet him. J 

“But he didn’t come over,” the 
crewman said. The former frienld 
walked right past him without a 
word. ; 

Freelance writer Jeff McCon- 
nell contributed to this report,.. 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/01 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000604940003-9 



